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In 2005, the 25th anniversary of Bon Scott’s
death revealed new information about the
mysterious circumstances of his passing.
Here, biographer Clinton Walker re-examines
Scott’s death and the creation of Australia’s

biggest album ever, W in Black.




BTOCHIre uy R%SHalﬁn




.
VERYONE AGREED THAT PETER HEAD HAD
chosen his name well. The erstwhile Peter
Beagley took his new name around the
same time, in the early-70s, that he formed
Headband. Headband were, well, a “head
band”, a band of heads - hippies who liked
to take drugs - making music for hippies
who liked to take drugs. And nobody in
Adelaide liked taking drugs more than
Head - well, maybe one guy, Bon Scott. Scott was a member of
Headband's local allies and rivals, Fraternity, who shared a big
communal farmhouse in the hills north of town and spent more
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“Unlike a lot of records that are huge in their
time, Back in Black keeps on selling. It’s the

album Kurt Cobain used to teach himself

guitar,

the album Motorhead relied on to tune their PA.”
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“Highway to Hell is a warmer,
more well-rounded collection,
but it’s the vast dynamic
crunch of Back in Black that
makes it irresistible.’
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